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A successful Northern Powerhouse 
project must think long-term, and 
think globally. 

In layman’s terms, our 
analysis shows that a policy of 
Supercharged Free Ports would 
deliver a boost to the Northern 
Powerhouse GDP of £9bn per 
year after 20 years: a sum that, in 
today’s money, would close the gap 
between Northern and Southern 
GVA per head by 10-15%. This 
equates to an extra £1,500 per year 
for every northern household and 
would translate into over 150,000 
high value-added permanent jobs.  

In its One North publication, the 
Government and Transport for 
the Northx noted the importance 
of “a clearly prioritised multi-
modal freight strategy for the 
North to support trade and freight 
movement within the North and 
to national/international markets.”  
With agreement across the 
political divide, the appetite in the 
policy realm is clearly there. What 
then is necessary to make the 
Supercharged Free Ports vision a 
success? We have identified three 
areas of focus.

First, a world class transport 
system must better link up the 
individual cities and ports in the 
North, to allow them to function as 
a single economy. There are three 
components to this:

(1) Improved East-West 
connectivity through the proposed 
Northern Powerhouse Rail (NPR) 
scheme which should connect 
up cities and a number of the key 
northern ports, from Liverpool in the 
West to Hull and up to Newcastle 
in the East. Under this vision, more 
reliable, more frequent and quicker 
journeys would be possible.

(2) Improved North-South 
connectivity with the Government’s 
existing commitment to the full 
High Speed 2 ‘Y’ network that 
will hopefully intersect NPR 
with smooth interchanges at 
Manchester and Leeds (depending 
on the development of the plans for 
stations at these locations).

(3) The possibility of an East-West 
international ‘freight super corridor’, 
an idea also posited by the Institute 
for Public Policy Researchxi, running 
from Liverpool to Hull, the purpose 
being to link Atlantic shipping 
(e.g. US, Canada) and continental 
Europe. Although a totally different 
scale and engineering feat, the 
purpose would be similar to that of 
say, the Panama or Suez canals, 
which connect the shipping of 
different oceans and seas.

Second, a network of 
Supercharged Free Ports 
throughout the Northern 
Powerhouse, designated 
according to where they 
can best support existing or 
potential industrial clusters, 
help alleviate economic 
deprivation and boost economic 
growth.  On that assessment, we 
suggest seven locations – Grimsby 
& Immingham, Hull, Rivers Hull and 
Humber, Teesport and Hartlepool, 
Tyne, and Liverpool, as well as 
Manchester airport. 

Northern powerhouse 
strategies that prioritise 
connectivity should 
recognise that the ports 
are important nodes that 
facilitate global connectivity.   
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